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Dear friends and colleagues, 
 
 
 
I had promised myself to take part in this fantastic meeting, indeed I had confirmed my presence to  
Sir George Popper in Rome during the last oath of the Swiss Guards, but commitments tied to my duties here 
in Italy prevent me from being pleased with your company. 
 
First of all, my presence was feared at a state of martial arts event from which I had managed to wriggle, 
despite being still publicized, to come to Malta. 
 
After the last events last October 19 in St. Peter's Basilica, where a man armed with a huge carpenter's 
pencil kept the guards in check until my boys arrived, I am forced to be present in Rome for the Christian 
holiday of all the Saints, as a Police officer and responsible for the training of the Pope's close protection. 
Such a gesture is symptomatic, unique and could indeed be a wake-up call for the attention threshold of all 
police and security operators.  
 
No later than this morning, in Oslo, there was a terrorist attack with the classic van. I would like to have the 
opportunity, sooner or later, to be able to relate to you with the problem of crime and terrorism.  
 
 
Confident that this will happen in the very near future, I greet you with chivalrous and friendly esteem. 
 
  
  
 
 
 
Rome, oct. 23 / 2019 

                 

                                                                                                
 
 
 

   Dr. Sir Antonio Maria la SALANDRA 


